
symphony F A L L  2 0 1 772

While the letters from Aaron Copland, Charles 
Schulz, and Leopold Stokowski were typed 
(most likely by an assistant), the letter from 
Lou Harrison was hand-lettered by the 
composer on heavy dark-orange paper. 
Harrison’s gifts as a calligrapher lend an 
artistic fl air to his note, which acknowledges 
receipt of a photo and praises the League’s 
Conductors Workshop in Asilomar, California.

As the League of American Orchestras celebrates its 75th 
anniversary throughout the 2017-18 season, we’ll share a 
sampling of moments in our history. Here’s a look at corre-
spondence from composers, conductors, and artists to Helen 
M.  ompson during her tenure as a League executive 
from 1950 to 1970.  e letters capture the concerns of their 
time, and each reveals a distinctive voice and personal style. 
Clockwise from bottom left, letters from cartoonist Charles 
M. Schulz, composers Lou Harrison and Aaron Copland, 
and conductor Leopold Stokowski. 
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