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PRELUDE

N
o list is definitive. Just a few years ago, a roster of African-American
classical composers might have missed Florence Price—even though her
music is increasingly heard at orchestras today. Price burst on the scene
with great fanfare in 1933 when no less than the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra gave the premiere of her Symphony No. 1. Price continued

to compose and her works continued to be performed, but seldom again by such 
prominent ensembles. After her death in 1953, her music pretty much vanished from 
concert halls. It took the 2009 discovery of some of her scores in a run-down Illinois 
property to bring renewed attention to Price and her work—which in turn led to the 
current blossoming of performances of her music. All of which is to say that although 
the list of nearly 100 black composers on the cover of this issue of Symphony hopes to 
be comprehensive—it runs from historical figures like Joseph Bologne, the Chevalier 
de Saint-Georges, who was a peer of Mozart, to contemporary composers like Jessie 
Montgomery and Nkeiru Okoye—it is necessarily contingent. There are more classical 
composers of color than can fit on the cover of one issue of one magazine.

Black composers were strikingly underrepresented at American orchestras for decades, 
but now a surge of interest in their works is leading to more performances, more 
commissions, more perspectives, more music. That cultural shift reflects larger societal 
movements sweeping the country as well as the growing expectation that orchestras—
onstage and off—look like the communities they serve. Our cover story reports on where 
things stand now and asks if these developments will endure going forward.

symphony
T H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F  T H E
L E A G U E  O F  A M E R I C A N  O R C H E S T R A S

VOLUME 71,  NUMBER 1

WINTER 2020

symphony®, the award-winning quarterly 
magazine of the League of American Orchestras, 
discusses issues critical to the orchestra community 
and commun icates to the American public the value 
and importance of orchestras and the music they 
perform.

EDITOR IN CHIEF Robert Sandla

MANAGING EDITOR Jennifer Melick

PRODUCTION AND DESIGN Michael Rush

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR Stephen Alter

ADVERTISING ASSOCIATE Danielle  
 Clarke-Newell

PUBLISHERS Jesse Rosen 
 Celeste Wroblewski

PRINTED BY  Dartmouth Printing Co.  
Hanover, NH

symphony® (ISSN 0271-2687) is published 
quarterly ( January, April, July, October) for $25 per 
year by the League of American Orchestras, 520 
8th Avenue, Suite 2005, 20th Floor, New York, NY 
10018-4167. Send address changes to Symphony, 520 
8th Avenue, Suite 2005, 20th Floor, New York, NY 
10018-4167.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND PURCHASES

Annual subscription $25.00. To subscribe, call 
646-822-4080 or send an e-mail to member@
americanorchestras.org. Current issue $6.95. Back 
issues available to members $6.95/non-members 
$8.45. Directory, 75th Anniversary, and other special 
issues: members $11.00/non-members $13.00.

ADDRESS CHANGES

Please send your name and your new and old 
addresses to Member Services at the New York 
office (address below), or send an e-mail to 
member@americanorchestras.org.

EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING OFFICES

520 8th Avenue, Suite 2005, 20th Floor
New York, NY 10018-4167
E-mail (editorial): editor@americanorchestras.org
E-mail (advertising): salter@americanorchestras.org
Phone (advertising): 646-822-4051

© 2020 League of American Orchestras

symphony® is a registered trademark.
Printed in the U.S.A.

WEBSITE

americanorchestras.org

mailto:member@americanorchestras.org
mailto:member@americanorchestras.org
mailto:member@americanorchestras.org
mailto:editor@americanorchestras.org
mailto:salter@americanorchestras.org
http://www.americanorchestras.org
https://classicalaction.org


WINTER 2020

symphony
2 Prelude by Robert Sandla

6 The Score
Orchestra news, moves, and events

14 Board Room 
Heidi Waleson examines how sweeping changes in 

 philanthropy are affecting orchestras. 

20 Hidden Voices
For decades, black composers were conspicuously underrepresented at 
orchestras. The past few seasons have seen an increase in performances  

of music by black composers. Will it last? by Rosalyn Story

28 Pod Wave
Classical music podcasts are surging, reaching new audiences 

 along the way. by Hannah Edgar

34 Healing Chords
Orchestras and musicians are helping to destigmatize mental illness. 

Their efforts are backed up by scientific research. by Michele C. Hollow

40 Young at Heart
Tips and updates from folks on the front lines presenting family 

concerts. by Keith Powers

46 Pathfinders
Six of today’s emerging artists talk about their visions for 

 the classical music world. by Vivien Schweitzer

52 Guide to Emerging Artists

62 League of American Orchestras Annual Fund 

64 Coda
As 2020 begins, we look back at what some 

 important voices from inside and outside the orchestra 
 field had to say on Symphony’s Coda page. 

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F  T H E  L E A G U E  O F  A M E R I C A N  O R C H E S T R A S

Text marked like this indicates a link to websites and online resources.

M
ic

ha
el

 D
iv

ito

6

34

46

20

E
rik

 P
at

to
n

K
at

ie
L 

P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

40

about the cover
A partial list of names of black composers from 
the past and present just scratches the surface of 
a wide range of orchestral music that audiences 
hear only infrequently. On page 20, Rosalyn Story 
delves into the history of this music, and asks 
today’s composers and conductors what the future 
might hold. Cover design by Michael Rush




