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Music Copyright Basics for Electronic Media Activities 
 

Type of Work & 
Format 

Type of Use 
Reproduction & 

Distribution Rights 
§ 106(1)(3) 

Musical Works 
Performing Rights 

§ 106(4) 

Digital Performance 
Rights in Sound 

Recordings § 106(6) 

Nondramatic Musical 
Works (Physical) 

Phonorecord of a 
Sound Recording, 

Distributed in 
Physical Format (Cd) 

Mechanical License 

ASCAP, BMI, SESAC 
Blanket Licenses for 
Performances of the 

Composition on Radio 

N/A 

Nondramatic Musical 
Works (Digital) 

Sound Recording, 
Distributed Digitally or 

Streamed Online 

Statutory Mechanical 
License for DPDs, for 
Tethered Downloads, 

and On-Demand 
Streams Negotiated 
Mechanical License.  

No Mechanical License 
for Pure Streaming in 

Compliance with § 114. 

For Online Streams: 
ASCAP, BMI, SESAC 

Blanket Licenses for Web 
Sites & Satellite Uses.  

For Pure DPDs, Currently 
No Performance Occurs 

So No PRS Licenses 

SoundExchange 
Compulsory Licenses for 
Pure Streaming of Sound 

Recordings.  For On-
Demand Streams Or 

DPDs, Negotiated 
Licenses with Copyright 

Owners. 

Nondramatic Musical 
Works (Sync) 

Used in an 
Audiovisual 
Production 

(Film/TV/Commercial) 

Sync License from 
Copyright Owner of 
Underlying Musical 

Composition 

ASCAP, BMI, SESAC For 
Television Broadcasts 
And Webcasts.  Movie 

Theatre Licenses In 
United States Granted 

With Sync License 

N/A 

Nondramatic Musical 
Works (PBS) 

Used in an 
Audiovisual 

Production On Public 
Broadcasting Service 

(PBS) 

Either Special PBS 
Sync License Some 

Publishers Administer 
Through Harry Fox 

Agency, or Section 118 
Sync License with 

Rates Under Copyright 
Act. 

PBS Blanket Licenses 
From ASCAP, BMI, 

SESAC 
N/A 

Dramatic Musical 
Works, e.g. Opera or 
Musical (Physical & 

Digital) 

Phonorecord of a 
Sound Recording, 

Distributed in 
Physical Format 
(CD); and Digital 

Streaming or DPDS 

Grand Rights 
Mechanical License 
Must Be Negotiated 

with Copyright Owner.  
No Compulsory License 
for Grand Rights Works. 

Dramatic Works Not 
Covered By ASCAP, BMI, 
SESAC.  Publisher Must 

Issue Grand Rights 
License for Radio 

Broadcasts. 

SoundExchange 
Compulsory Licenses for 
Pure Streaming of Sound 
Recordings.  Negotiated 

Licenses with Sound 
Recording Copyright 

Owners for On-Demand 
Streams Or DPDs. 

Sound Recordings 
(Physical) 

Phonorecord (For 
example a Sound 
Recording Used 

Under License for a 
New CD 

Compilation); And 
Digital Streaming or 

DPDs 

Master License from 
Sound Recording 
Copyright Owner / 

Record Company Will 
Cover CDs and Other 

Physical Formats. 

N/A 

For Pure Web Streaming, 
Statutory Licenses 
Administered By 

SoundExchange.  For On-
Demand Streams And 

DPDs, Negotiated License 
from The Sound 

Recording Copyright 
Owner. 

Sound Recordings 
(Digital) 

Used in an 
Audiovisual 
Production 

(Film/TV/Commercial) 

Master License from 
Copyright Owner / 

Record Company for 
Audiovisual Uses 

N/A 

N/A.  Digital Performance 
Rights for Sound 

Recordings do not extend 
to Sound Recordings 

Included within 
Audiovisual Works. 

Ringtones  

Master License from 
Record Company, 

Mechanical License 
from Music Publisher 

ASCAP, BMI, SESAC 
Wireless Music Licenses 

N/A 

 

DPD = Digital Phonorecord Delivery (download) 

References to Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 106 Exclusive Rights 
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