
 

 
Illinois Symphony Orchestra Guild of 
Bloomington-Normal 

 
 

Project:  Donate to Celebrate 
Presenter:  Elaine Cousins, 1 Alder Ct., Bloomington, IL 61704 

309 662-7017    elainec@umich.edu 
 

The Illinois Symphony Orchestra is a Group 6 orchestra that regularly performs in two Illinois 
cities – Bloomington-Normal and Springfield 

 
Donate to Celebrate is a quick and easy way to raise money and recognize an important milestone 
in the life of a special volunteer.   The Illinois Symphony Orchestra Guild has used this technique 
three times in the past few years – each time raising an important contribution to the orchestra.   
We have recognized long-time guild and board members as they celebrated a: 

 50th wedding anniversary  
 100th birthday  
 Wedding date 
 

 
Depending upon the event you are celebrating 
and the people you are recognizing, you might 

 Send an email or written request to 
prospective donors describing how their 
gift will honor the people or event being 
celebrated. 

 If the people to be celebrated are hosting 
a party in conjunction with their 
personal milestone, you will probably 
want to limit your donors to those on the 
guest list.   In all cases, where this 
technique has been used, the honorees 
were all close personal friends and 
potential donors were known. 

 In addition to the framed note (as shown 
on the right), a gift might qualify as a 
concert sponsorship and special mention 
might be mentioned the night of the 
concert.  This was the case for the 
wedding celebration donation. 
 

 
 


